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Ex-Marine acquitted in Ilraqi i
prisoner deaths

v Frir
Jose Mazario, charged with Klling four detainees, is found not guilty by a Riverside jury. CLICK TO LEARN MORE
His case marks the first time civilians decided whether an ex-senviceman committed a
combat crime.

» Discuss Article (09 Commerts)

Ih the first civiliantrial in moders times of a fammer member o the WS, military for aleged combat crimes, a

Fivierside jury Thursday acoguitted 3 are-time Manne sereant inthe killings of four unamed l3ag pris oners
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it Fallouja.

After deliberating less than six hours, the panel found Jose Luis Mazario, 28, not gulty of manslaughter,
aszault @d use of afiream inthe shooting deaths of the Ag men, taken prisoner by Mazaio's sguad

dunng house-to-house fighing in |ate 2004,
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2 Maines found in cortempt of court

Ex-Manne's testimony links squad leader ...

"Justice was finally served today," Mazario said after his acouittal. " want the same justice for every Manne,
sailor, sddier serving in ham's nay "

The case tested the ability of civilians to comprehend what one Marine officer described in couwt as the
"chans and fear” of combat. Only one of the 12 jurars had ary military experience.

Although they saidthey found him not guitty manly because the prosecution had not presented forensic
ewidence, the names of the dead or any evemitnesses tothe shootings , several jurors acknomledged that
they also did not feel qualified to judge 3 Maine's actions inthe midst of a hattle.

"ou don't koow what combat s until you're incombat,” s3id jury foremoman Ingad Wicken, a physical
education teacher at Fiverside Gty College. "I's an extraordinary stuation, and there just nast enough
enidence”

The case has heen unusual from the start.

The shootirgs first came to light when a Marine reserast who had been in Mazano's squad applied for ajob
with the Secret Service and descnbed, in aninterdew, his imolverment in killing prisoners. Manne Sgt. Fyan
feemet's admizsion launched an imestigation by the MNawal Criminal vestinative Serdce,

Weemer and andher member of the squad, Sot. Jermaine Neson, who are still on active duty, face murder
charges in military court inthe shootings.

But Mazanowas beyond the reach of the miltary justice system by thetimethe investiogtion started. He had

left the Marne Comps mthout sighing up for the reserves and reentered civilian Ife as a probationary police
afficer in Flversicde.

hen investigators determined that Mazario should he charged, the only method open tothem mas to use
the Mlitay Extraterntorial Jursdiction Act, passed by Congress in 2000 intially to address crimes dlegedly
commited by Depatment of Defense civilian employees and cortractors overseas.

If he had been inthe reserves, Mazario could have besn recalled to active duty and sent to cout-martid. Entertai nm Ent HEﬂdIinES

During the five-day tnal, prosecutors brought in half a dozen Mannes to explain Marine culture and training 1. Michelle Gharrm: Politics of fashion
to the jurors, Withess es hammered homethe point that Matires are traned not to hann prisoners, 2. “Gossip Girls' Chuck iz the boy vou lowe ta hate

Prosecutors also played a tape-recorded phone call in which Mazario appeared to admit ordenng the killings. - THRIOH R0 e g, gebiosme:neuldeyr

They called several Marines in Mazario's squad who were in the house duing and immediately after the 4. Telluride: ko swap meet, 'ldamn Resumeded, fimencan Violet to
shootings. dehut
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testified that Mazario tiedto talk him into helping with the killings. Athird testified that he nished into the
hiouse just after Mazario, the sguad leader, had left -- and that he found four dead bodies, all shot &t close
range, three inthe head, onein the chest.

But jurors said they were left with too many unanswered questions. Price hike at 99 Cents stores?

“There just wasnt enough real evidence,” said juror Ted Grinnell, a kawy veteran. "People heard the shots,
bt nobody s s who did the shooting. That's not enough.

Infietion and soaing food prices haue the
retailer reevs bating its picng srategy.

Cheers erupted inthe court from Wazano's family members and a small group o former karnes and of-
cuty Fiverside police officers when the werdict was read.

After the defendart was charged in the case, the Fiverside Police Department fired him . His lawyer sad he
planned to petition the department for reinstatement.

Mazariodic not testity and remained stoic throughout the thial. He broke into tears &t the verdict. Outside the
courtroom, he called his wife, Diette, in MNew Yok, Shecould be heard screaming with joy and calling to her

2-4vear-oldd son, "Gabriel, Daddy is innoc et YDUf SGE“E: Reader Photos



