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October 31, 2007

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1300

v g

Dear Secretary Gates:

I am writing to you to discuss an issue regarding my constituent and a member of the Armed Forces,
Sergeant Evan Vela.

Sergeant Vela is assigned to Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion, 501st Infantry
Regiment, 4th Brigade (Airborne), 25th Infantry Division, based at Fort Richardson, Alaska. The unit
is currently attached to Multi-National Division-Center, Iraq. The alleged offense occurred between
April and June 2007 in the vicinity of Iskandariyah, Iraq.

Sergeant Vela is charged with one specification alleging premeditated murder, one specification
alleging he wrongfully placed a weapon with the remains of a deceased Iraqi, one specification of
making a false official statement, and one specification alleging obstruction of justice.

Sergeant Vela is from St. Anthony, Idaho and his family currently resides in the 2™ Congressional
District of Idaho. As his Representative in Congress, I am extremely concerned about this situation
and am monitoring it closely.

As a strong supporter of our military troops, I would ask that you ensure this case is treated with the
fairness and consideration that Sergeant Vela—and every servicemember—deserves and has earned
with his service. I respectfully request that copies of the official transcripts and all official records of
the proceedings be sent to me as soon as possible. If possible, I would appreciate receiving daily
transcript updates throughout the course of the proceedings. Given the critical nature of this issue, I
would greatly appreciate you keeping me apprised of all developments as soon as they occur.

Thank you for your consideration. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me or my
Military Legislative Assistant, Megan Milam, at 202-225-5531.

Sincgrely,

Mike Simpson
Member of Congress



