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PITTSBURGH, Sept. 26 (UPI) -- A U.S. Marine has filed a lawsuit against Rep. John Murtha, D-Pa., 

claiming Murtha slandered him in his comments about the Haditha incident in Iraq.
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Justin Sharratt of Canonsburg, who lives in Murtha's district, was one of seven Marines who have 

been cleared of any criminal actions at Haditha. He filed a federal lawsuit Thursday in Pittsburgh, 

claiming that Murtha denied him constitutional rights by making a fair trial more difficult, the 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette reported.

Marines killed 24 Iraqis at Haditha in November 2005, at least 15 of the dead subsequently shown 

to be civilians. After the deaths became public, Murtha, a former Marine and decorated Vietnam 

veteran who opposed the Iraq War, compared Haditha to the killings at My Lai.

Eight Marines were charged in the case, but seven have been cleared. Prosecutors are trying to 

reinstate charges against one.

Sharratt's slander claim must clear a high legal hurdle because Murtha can argue that he holds 

sovereign immunity for remarks made in the course of his official duties. But the claim that 

Murtha denied Sharratt the right to a fair trial has a lower standard of proof, the newspaper said. 

 

RATE THIS ARTICLE

    Poor    1     2     3     4     5   Excellent         
 
 
© 2008 United Press International, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 

Have an opinion? Leave a comment. No Registration Required.

Type in your comments to post to the forum 
Name 

(appears on your post)
You are currently logged in as . Not ? 

Name 
(appears on your post)  

http://www.upi.com/Top_News/2008/09/26/US_Mar...es_Rep_Murtha_for_slander/UPI-99491222480803/ (2 of 5) [9/26/2008 10:24:04 PM]

http://www.upi.com/topic/Justin_Sharratt/
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
javascript:void(0)


U.S. Marine sues Rep. Murtha for slander - UPI.com

Comments

 
Type the numbers you see in the image on the right: 

 

 

 

 

Please note by clicking on "Post Comment" you acknowledge that you have read the Terms of Service and the comment you are 
posting is in compliance with such terms. Be polite. Inappropriate posts may be removed by the moderator. Send us your feedback.

News Photos Slideshows

Photos of the Day Week in Photos News Entertainment Sports Features Archives

Olympics 2008 Path to the Presidency

Additional News Stories

Top News
●     Russia to loan Chavez $1 billion for arms

●     Montreal police to keep military pants

●     Report: Palin concern grows in GOP

●     McCain, Obama square off in Mississippi

●     Pilot makes first Channel rocket ride

Entertainment News

 

'Buffy' portrayer to star 
in HBO pilot

LOS ANGELES, Sept. 26 (UPI) -- 
U.S. actress Sarah Michelle Gellar has signed on to star 
in a half-hour, New York-set pilot for HBO, the 
screenwriter says. 

●     Friend: Barker to go home in two weeks

http://www.upi.com/Top_News/2008/09/26/US_Mar...es_Rep_Murtha_for_slander/UPI-99491222480803/ (3 of 5) [9/26/2008 10:24:04 PM]

http://www.topix.net/
http://www.topix.net/topix/terms
http://www.topix.com/ext/feedback?type=other
http://www.upi.com/News_Photos/
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/2008/09/26/Russia_to_loan_Chavez_1_billion_for_arms/UPI-68021222471891/
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/2008/09/26/Montreal_police_to_keep_military_pants/UPI-30351222455259/
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/2008/09/26/Report_Palin_concern_grows_in_GOP/UPI-38381222470861/
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/2008/09/26/McCain_Obama_square_off_in_Mississippi/UPI-22231222439117/
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/2008/09/26/Pilot_makes_first_Channel_rocket_ride/UPI-16321222443967/
http://www.upi.com/Entertainment_News/
http://www.upi.com/Entertainment_News/2008/09/26/Buffy_portrayer_to_star_in_HBO_pilot/UPI-39521222450233/
http://www.upi.com/Entertainment_News/2008/09/26/Buffy_portrayer_to_star_in_HBO_pilot/UPI-39521222450233/
http://www.upi.com/Entertainment_News/2008/09/26/Buffy_portrayer_to_star_in_HBO_pilot/UPI-39521222450233/
http://www.upi.com/Entertainment_News/2008/09/26/Friend_Barker_to_go_home_in_two_weeks/UPI-45411222444396/


U.S. Marine sues Rep. Murtha for slander - UPI.com

Business News
●     Russian finds huge gold reserves

●     Washington Mutual's customers were running

●     Crude oil prices down slightly Friday

●     U.S. markets close mixed Friday

●     Deere & Co. utility vehicles recalled

●     'I Am Legend' prequel in the works

●     Twiggy didn't like her 1960s look

●     Lee: My career has prepared me for 'Anna'

Health News
●     Men, women differ in muscle recuperation 

●     Study: Wealth affects cancer rate

●     Health is a hefty price for success

●     Pertussis: Adults may need booster

●     Hypnosis may help lessen hot flashes 

Most Popular

Stories Photos Videos People

1. 11 killed in Finnish campus shooting 

2. Xinhua publishes bogus space story 

3. Honorary Ahmadinejad event criticized 

4. Killer's ex-girlfriend may lose house 

5. Elizabeth Edwards breaks silence on affair 

 
 
 
 

Videos Enlarge Video

 

Passing down politics
Friday, September 26

Reaction: U.S. Global Standing

http://www.upi.com/Top_News/2008/09/26/US_Mar...es_Rep_Murtha_for_slander/UPI-99491222480803/ (4 of 5) [9/26/2008 10:24:04 PM]

http://www.upi.com/Business_News/
http://www.upi.com/Business_News/2008/09/26/Russian_finds_huge_gold_reserves/UPI-73011222449927/
http://www.upi.com/Business_News/2008/09/26/Washington_Mutuals_customers_were_running/UPI-23241222454351/
http://www.upi.com/Business_News/2008/09/26/Crude_oil_prices_down_slightly_Friday/UPI-91471222430454/
http://www.upi.com/Business_News/2008/09/26/US_markets_close_mixed_Friday/UPI-15221222439240/
http://www.upi.com/Business_News/2008/09/26/Deere_Co_utility_vehicles_recalled/UPI-51941222441073/
http://www.upi.com/Entertainment_News/2008/09/26/I_Am_Legend_prequel_in_the_works/UPI-45231222443469/
http://www.upi.com/Entertainment_News/2008/09/26/Twiggy_didnt_like_her_1960s_look/UPI-32571222453860/
http://www.upi.com/Entertainment_News/2008/09/26/Lee_My_career_has_prepared_me_for_Anna/UPI-84371222446643/
http://www.upi.com/Health_News/
http://www.upi.com/Health_News/2008/09/26/Men_women_differ_in_muscle_recuperation/UPI-79541222466202/
http://www.upi.com/Health_News/2008/09/26/Study_Wealth_affects_cancer_rate/UPI-74931222472787/
http://www.upi.com/Health_News/2008/09/26/Health_is_a_hefty_price_for_success/UPI-28351222468287/
http://www.upi.com/Health_News/2008/09/26/Pertussis_Adults_may_need_booster/UPI-90531222477070/
http://www.upi.com/Health_News/2008/09/26/Hypnosis_may_help_lessen_hot_flashes/UPI-84231222465805/
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/2008/09/23/11_killed_in_Finnish_campus_shooting/UPI-24821222166224/
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/2008/09/25/Xinhua_publishes_bogus_space_story/UPI-47361222388277/
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/2008/09/22/Honorary_Ahmadinejad_event_criticized/UPI-58661222103879/
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/2008/09/19/Killers_ex-girlfriend_may_lose_house/UPI-99091221881235/
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/2008/09/18/Elizabeth_Edwards_breaks_silence_on_affair/UPI-91991221774824/
http://oascentral.upi.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.upi.com/Top_News/666404386/x15/default/empty.gif/594f696652456a646d514941416f4f76?x
http://www.upi.com/video/
http://www.upi.com/video/Features/2008/09/26/passing_down_politics/
http://www.upi.com/video/Features/2008/09/26/passing_down_politics/
http://www.upi.com/video/Issue_of_the_Day/2008/09/26/reaction_us_global_standing/


U.S. Marine sues Rep. Murtha for slander - UPI.com

Friday, September 26

McCain, Obama negotiate bailout 
plan with Bush
Friday, September 26

Reaction: Campaign Suspension
Thursday, September 25

 

 

© 2008 United Press International, Inc. All Rights Reserved.Official Government Wires  |   About UPI  |   Site Map  |   Terms of 

Use  |   Privacy Policy  |   Advertise Online  |   Contact Us 

 
Sponsored Links: Auto Dealers - College Football Tickets - Fundraisers - Press Release Services - prom dresses - Prom dresses 

and gowns - Public Records - Wedding and Honeymoon Experts - Motivational Sports Speakers Bureau 

http://www.upi.com/Top_News/2008/09/26/US_Mar...es_Rep_Murtha_for_slander/UPI-99491222480803/ (5 of 5) [9/26/2008 10:24:04 PM]

http://www.upi.com/video/White_House_Weekly/2008/09/26/mccain_obama_negotiate_bailout_plan_with_bush/
http://www.upi.com/video/White_House_Weekly/2008/09/26/mccain_obama_negotiate_bailout_plan_with_bush/
http://www.upi.com/video/Issue_of_the_Day/2008/09/25/reaction_campaign_suspension/
http://oascentral.upi.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.upi.com/Top_News/1468061751/x09/default/empty.gif/594f696652456a646d514941416f4f76?x

http://www.upi.com/copyright/
http://www.upi.com/Official_Government_Wires/
http://about.upi.com/
http://www.upi.com/sitemap/
http://about.upi.com/?q=Miscellaneous/index.php%3FContentID%3D20050929163405-9563
http://about.upi.com/?q=Miscellaneous/index.php%3FContentID%3D20050929163405-9563
http://about.upi.com/?q=Support/index.php%3FContentID%3D20050929163234-9591
http://about.upi.com/?q=AdvertiseOnline/index.php?ContentID=20050929164755-9862
http://about.upi.com/?q=Support/index.php?ContentID=20051025151356-4710
http://www.dealerfinder.com/
http://www.ticketcity.com/College-Football-Tickets.html
http://www.abcfundraising.com/
http://www.24-7pressrelease.com/index.php?referrer=upi
http://www.tiza.com/
http://www.promgirl.net/
http://www.promgirl.net/
http://www.publicrecordslocal.com/
http://www.weddingandhoneymoonexperts.com/
http://www.allamericanspeakers.com/

	upi.com
	U.S. Marine sues Rep. Murtha for slander - UPI.com


	DNLABGMDPNEDGMDKPPHDODILFJECIGDM: 
	form1: 
	f1: Enter Your Email Address
	f2: 

	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: t
	f2: [sStories]
	f3: 


	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 99491222480803
	f2: Off

	f3: SUBMIT
	f4: 

	form4: 
	x: 
	f1: 1222482231
	f2: yzEy1rJqlLZl4ulgXhnrIw
	f3: 
	f4: 
	f5: 1
	f6: 
	f7: SQ3P6N89NSGP2U8U
	f8: 1985
	f9: PB
	f10: 1
	f11: 
	f12: source/upi
	f13: VF4PLBKBH3H965LU
	f14: 1
	f15: Re: U.S. Marine sues Rep. Murtha for slander
	f16: anon
	f17: 0
	f18: 
	f19: 
	f20: 

	f21: Post Comment
	f22: 
	f23: Enter Button Submit
	f24: 




